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person of great physical endurance, a noted hunter,
and an industrious, laborious farmer. One of the in-
cidents coming to us by tradition, illustrating what
manner of man he was, is related in the Arbogast
sketches. A panther had been driven by dogs up a
very lofty, denscly branched hemlock, at night. A
torch of pine was prepared, and the fearless, agile man
ascended the tree, torch in hand, until he could locate
the game. Upon doing this he laid the torch on two
limbs and descended until he could reach the flintloe
rifle, carefully primed and charged. He then returned
to his torch and by its light shot the panther.

'JOHN YEAGER, JUNIOR,

The relationship bearing the Yeager name is at pre-
sent mainly represented in our county by the descend-
ants of John Yeager, of the third remove from the
pioneer John Yeager. Hence this paper will be main-
ly devoted to the home history of his descendants.

John Yeager’s wife was Margaret Arbogast, grand-
daughter of Adam Arbogast, the pioneer of the east
branch of the Greenbrier. Soon after his marriage he *
settled on the homestead, now known as Camp Alle-
ghany. The sons were William Asbury, Henry Ar-
bogast, Brown McLauren, ' Paul McNeel, and Jacob
Reese. The daughters Eliza Ann, Fannie Elizabeth,
Sarah Jane, who died aged 13 years; Eveline Medora,
Leah Alice, and Emma Mildred.

Eliza Aun became Mrs A. M. V. Arbogast and lives
on the east branch of the Greenbrier, near the north-
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ern limits of the county. Her home is widely known.

Fannie Elizabeth is now Mrs James D. Kerr, and
lives at the Kerr homestead on Salisburys Creek.

.Eveline Medora was married to Josiah O. Beard,
and now lives near Greenbank. Her children are
Irbie, Leslie, Arthur, Brown, Monroe, Blanche, Ber-
tie, Bertha, Ruby, Nellie Bly, and Margie. Monroe
and Blanche are twins, also Bertie and Bertha. Mr
and Mrs Beard had their home on the upper Green-
brier. Blanche died of membranous croup, in her
father's absence, and the house being isolated by deep
water, the mother could get no assistance from the
neighbors on that sad day. In a tield near the present
home Arthur was caught in a shower. He first shel-
tered under a wagon, but as it leaked so much he ran
to a neighboring tree and was instantly killed by light-
ning. His brother Irby was near and saw it all.

- Leah Alice and her brother Jacob Recese died of
diptheria. They were amoung tne first victims of this
drehd malady in our whole county, so far as there is
any record.

Emma Mildred first married Michacl O. Beard, and
settled in Texas. He died at Fort Worth, Texas. Mrs
Beard’s second marriage was with W. P. Ledbetter, of
Georgia. She then settled in the Indian Territory, at
Ardmore, where she died a few years since. Her child-
ren, Clyde Yeager Beard and Veva Ledbetter, are in
the motherly care of her sister Mrs Eliza A. Arbogast.

Emma Mildred Yeager had a passion for learning,
and was very popular in society and greatly esteemed
for her attractive character. She had about completed



448 HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY

the course of study at Winchester for a literary degree
with marked distinction. Had it not been for circuin-
stances over which the brilliant young student had- no
control, she would have been the first lady from our
county to be thus honored.

Williamn Asbury Yeager was a Confederate soldier
in the 31st Virginia Regiment, and was killed at
Hatehor's Ran, Feb. 6, 1835. H=2 was in the battle
of Winchester, September 19, 1864, and when the en-
gagement was over seventeen bullet holes were found
_in his clothing, but he did not get a scratch. The im-
pression preuails among those who remember him that
he was in all the engagements with the 31st, unless it
was at Gettysburg, at which time he was in a Staunton
hospital. He had but one furlough during the war.

Henry A. Yeager married Luverta Beard, of Green-
brier County, and settled at Camp Alleghany. His
children were Eula Joe, recently deceased, who wis
the wife of Dr J. M. Cunningham, of Marlinton;
Maud Leps, named for Rev J. C. Leps, the chaplain
of the 31st Virginia Regiment, now Mrs R. C. Mec-
Candlish, cashier of the Pocahontas Bank; Sallie
Glenn, now Mrs S. B. Scott, of Marlinton; Walter H.
lives in Cheyenne, and is a clerk in the emyloy of the
Union Pacific Railway. His wife was Mabel Tupper.
William Edgar Yeager died while holding the position
of paymauster’s clerk at Washington. At the same
time he pursued a course of medical studies, and had
about finished with credit balf of the four years pre-
scribed course when his health failed. He died Nov.
26, 1896. Paris Dameron Yeager spent some years
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at Cheyenne, Wyoming, in the service of the Pacific
Express Company and the Continental Oil Company.

Hon H. A. Yeager was a Confederate soldier.in the
31st Virginia Regiment, and was in all the engage-
ments except when disabled by wounds. = He has rep-
resented his county in the legislature, and was special
agent of the National Land Office during the first
Cleveland administration, and was stationed at Chey-
enne, Wyoming. He was among the first to boom
Marlinton. '

Brown McLaurin Yeager married Harriet Elizabeth
Arbogast, and they live at Marlinton. Their children
ar2 J. Walker Yeazzr and Lawis A. Yaaze:, lawyers;
Dr John M. Yeager, Sterling, Bruce, and Paul Mec-
Graw, and the daughters are Daisy, now Mrs W. B.
Sharp; Texie, Brownie, and Goldie. Mr Yeager is
local manager for the Pocahontas Development Com-
pany. He has surveyed many thcusund acres of land
in Pocahontas and has served as commissioner of
school lands.

Paul McNeel Yeager married Huldah Arbogast and
lives on the pioneer homestead opened up by Adam
Arbogast. His children arc Pearl, Lucy, Mamie,
Jewell, Fralerick, anl Clinton. He has a great repu-
tation as a hunter. His portrait in hunting garb and
a sketch of his exploits have appeared in one of the
hunting journals.

John Yeager, the third, was a person of more than
ordinary endowments. By a patient course of studies,
mainly self directed, pursued at times when he could
get an hour’s leisure from manual labor, he becamne
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qualified for the duties of a surveyor. He was deputy
surveyor for a number of years, associated with Samp-
son L. Mathews, who was the first surveyor of Poca-
hontas County. He was in subsequent years associat-
ed with Colonel Paul McNeel and George Edmiston in
searching for vacant lands, and under their direction
made entries comprising acres that even now have a
fabulous sound in our ears—as to their extent and
numbers.

When Colonel Rust, of the 3d Arkansas Regiment,
became acquainted with Mr Yeager he was so favora-
bly impressed by his intelligence and experience as to
select himn for the perilous duty of reconoitering the
Federal fortifications on the summit of Cheat Moun-
tain. The Colonel left his encampment in the most
secret way possible, and with John Yeager as pilot
and solitary companion, approached the Federal en-
campment unobserved and succeeded in passing into
and throughout the garrison, made careful observations
of the character and position of the defence, and with-
drew without arousing suspicion as to the purpose of
their presence in the camp. With the knowledge thus
obtained, Colonel Rust planned the assault he soon
after attempted to make, but owing to high water and
other obstacles, tine was lost, and the Federal officers
were thus enabled to learn what was going on, and
they made preparations accordiugly. When this be-
came apparent to Colonel Rust he withdrew withont
making the assault, as had been so skillfully planned
at the extreme personal risk of himself and his trusted
guide, John Yeager. '
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A few months after this perilous adventure John
Yeager died, December, 1861, aged 48 years. When
the battle of Alleghany was fought in that same month
the balls seemed to fall like hail upon the roof, but
none of the inmates were touched.

ABRAM DUFFIELD. |

The first cottage prayer meeting the writer remem-
bers was at the home of Abram Dutlield. Early one
Sabbath in May, the writer’s parents with their four
children came to the Duffield home to attend the meet- .
ing that had been announced. No one had yet arrived
when we reached the place. Upon entering the porch
voices were heard within as if persons were engaged in
reading or prayer. Standing by the door and listen-
ing we found that it was the venerable Abram Duffield
reading to his invalid wife the account given by Saint
Mathew of our Redeemer’s temptation in the wilder-
ness. He was reading  at the moment where it is
written: ‘‘He shall give His angels charge concerning
thee and in their hands shall they bear thee up, lest at
any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.’” Then
she remarked: ¢Ob, that is so good; how encouraging
it is for poor me.”’ Finally the venerable man resum-
ed and then prayed after reading. ¢‘Then the Devil
leaveth him, and behold angels came and ministered
unto him. Then again the same one observed: +<Ob,
how good to hear that our Lord gained the victory.
How safe it makes one feel to have him for our Saviour
who is s0 loved by the angels.”” There seemed to be



